
Panels by Books!
Just look at all these books being                     
discussed during our panel events. 

There’s a lot, and they’ll all be available to 
buy from Waterstones on the day should you 
feel the need to add to your tbr piles ...

YA Thrillers

Feminist Fantasy

Inclusiveness in YA

Shame-Less

Mental Health in YA

Who are you most looking forward to 
meeting? Tell us @NYALitFest.

Welcome to the 
#NYALitFest Newsletter!
Welcome to the NYALitFest Newsletter! Here you’ll find 
news on our upcoming events, guest author features, 
reviews and competitions. We hope you enjoy!

Make sure you join our mailing list to ensure you’re first 
to hear our latest news – sign up at  
www.nyalitfest.wordpress.com

16 March 2019
Registration for the next NYALitFest is open! You can 
now register to enter the festival for FREE. You’ll also 
need to book separately for workshops and panel 
events you’d like to attend. The full programme is 
available to view on our website. Have you got your 
tickets yet?

Contact us here for more information: 
www.nyalitfest.wordpress.com/contact/



1. Where did you get the idea for Kick the Moon?

I was on the train home when some boys got on and started talking loudly 
about female students and teachers in a very degrading way. Until that mo-
ment, I’d always thought about adult males with regards to the conversation 
around toxic masculinity. I noticed one of them looking uncomfortable, yet 
hesitant to challenge his friends. They were jocks and he was this skinny kid. 
To his credit, he tried to change the subject a few times, but was ridiculed 
into silence.

My mind swam with questions. Why was he friends with the other lads? Who had taught him this behaviour 
was wrong? What sort of friends did he deserve? Suddenly Ilyas and Kelly were born. As with I am Thunder, I 
borrowed heavily from my life as a teacher to create the cast, plot and dialogue.

2. As a Maths teacher, do you have any memorable classroom stories you could share with us?

So many and they always end up inspiring scenes in my books.

An end of term lesson springs to mind. I thought it would be nice to amuse each other with our hidden 
talents. To get the ball rolling, I told my class a short horror story that I made up on the spot. Then one of the 
shyest girls got up and performed a K-pop dance in perfect sync to a BTS YouTube video. We couldn’t get 
enough of it, because while the music was playing, she transformed into a hyper-confident performer. At 
the end she blushed and sat down. Next up, a girl sang a gospel song, acapella, and her voice gave us chills.

What made the lesson so special was that we got to see each other in a totally different light. It was perhaps 
the best bonding lesson ever and one in which my students told me to become an author!

3. The gang mentality that some characters in this book had was soberingly real. Have you ever experienced 
gangs first hand?

Unfortunately yes. At one of my schools, a kid was caught carrying a knife and the police were called in. He 
was a small kid who was trying to pass an initiation ritual but he didn’t dare expose the gang leaders. You 
have teen gangs which are scary enough. But when adult members become involved, pulling strings in the 
background, it becomes a whole lot more sinister. As teachers we were given training to spot teens who 
might be swept up in the dark world of gangs. This informed some of Kick the Moon.

4. Toxic masculinity is a strong theme in this book and a growing problem for today’s society. If you could 
change one thing in the media to combat it, what would you change?

The way women are portrayed. I find the casual over-sexualisation of women – particularly teens –              
disturbing. That’s not to say I don’t believe women should dress however they want. I fully support choice. 
But when I see teen girls being conditioned to think looks and being sexy are worth more than personality 
and strength of character, I have a problem with it.

5. If given the chance, would you ever want to adapt Ilyas’ comic creations into a series?
i

YES! I would love the opportunity to do just that. Fantasy was my jam long before I wrote my debut. I 
actually created the character of Big Bad Waf eight years ago, but her powers were 
pretty generic, so I revisited the character through Ilyas and Kelly and tried to come 
up with something to distinguish her.

6. And finally, due to all the comic book references, we’ve got to ask. Marvel or DC?

That’s one for the ages! I guess DC for comics and Marvel for movies. I                             
particularly like DC’s dark Vertigo series. I also really appreciate Marvel’s track record 
for inclusivity.

I’d just like to thank you on behalf of everyone at the NYALitFest for taking the time 
to answer these questions and wish you the very best in all your future projects.

Thanks, James. Really appreciate it. 

NYALitFest talks to Muhammed Khan!
James Pheonix



Kick the Moon by Muhammad Khan, £7.99            
(Macmillan, 9781509874071)

Set in the suburbs of South        
London, Kick the Moon brings 
readers into the life of fifteen-
year-old Ilyas Mian and the           
struggles that he faces amid toxic 
masculinity, racism and peer 
pressure inside of school and out. 
Khan tackles subjects smartly, 
balancing Ilyas’ vibrant 
imagination—often losing himself 
in his long-developed superhero 

comic—with the crippling realism of subject matters 
that plague schools far more than a lot of us are 
prepared to admit. Petrol bombings, revenge porn, 
knife crime. It’s all masterfully told, with dialogue 
that feels authentic and honest. Younger readers will 
feel right at home, older readers will feel themselves 
slipping back into their secondary school selves, albe-
it with less loom bands and a bit more memes.

Plotting is absolutely top notch, with the story 
breezing along at such a pace that you may very well 
find yourself finishing it in one session, tying perfectly 
with the books’ lightweight 282 pages. 
Characterisations aren’t sacrificed but made all the 
more appealing by this short length, with characters 
getting just enough focus so that they grow and 
change, yet don’t detract from the snappy scenes 
that subject you to ‘just one more chapter’ syndrome.

But the most important thing about Kick the Moon is 
its voice for the British-Pakistani community. From 
the very first page, when we’re told the correct 
pronunciation of Ilyas (Illy-yaas) we’re shown what 
it’s like for people of Islamic faith in 2019’s Britain. 
Khan doesn’t shy away from using terms for food 
and clothing that may very well have you reaching 
for the Google app on your phone, but you’ll come 
away more intelligent and understanding because of 
it. For many people, this is their normal. Their status 
quo if you will. By casting these characters into the 
spotlight, it will open the minds of others and provide 
British-Pakistani children with a story that can hope-
fully inspire the next generation of writers create top 
quality fiction like Muhammad Khan has successfully 
written in Kick the Moon. Because deep down, we all 
have a superhero inside of us. And who are we to say 
that they have to be white? JP

Oh My Gods! by Alexandra Sheppard, £6.99 
(Scholastic, 9781407188737) 

Alexandra Sheppard managed to successfully escort 
me back to being a teenager. I felt all of Helen’s stress 
at making new friends, embarrassment at her family 
and butterflies about kissing boys. It felt like a 

beautifully accurate representation of the daily 
struggles of being  a teenager, with a handful of 
light-hearted Greek mythology sprinkled on top. 

I’m a sucker for any kind of 
mythology, and this book nicely 
interwove the most elemental 
aspects of key Olympian gods with 
the modern world, giving them 
all endearing personality traits 
without over-complicating the 
book with any history. It’s a nice 
easy read that is unapologetic in its 
diversity, and gives a few 
interesting twists to classic mythology. The cover is 
gorgeous and I’ve found myself frequently thinking 
about it since I finished reading it. This is the exact 
book I wish I could have read as a fourteen year old, 
and therefore I would thoroughly recommend it. GR

Potter’s Boy by Tony Mitton, £7.99 (David Fickling 
Books, 9781910989357)

To find yourself directionless can 
be a frightening time in one’s life. 
You thought you had everything 
planned out, your career, your 
dream, your relationships. But 
then you might fail. Things might 
start crumbling away before you 
and before long you find yourself 
stuck in a lonely, downward spiral. 
This, at its core, is the story of 
Potter’s Boy. This isn’t a book about larger than life 
characters or gripping plot, but one that acts rather 
as a metaphor for self-reflection and mindfulness 
that will entice and, hopefully, leave you a little wiser 
at the ending pages.

We follow the story of a young boy in fictional Japan 
who is—as the title suggests—the son of a potter who 
has dedicated his life to creating practical and 
beautiful pots for their small village. When the village 
is bullied by passing travellers, Ryo learns about 
the ways of the warrior when he witnesses a brave 
stranger fend off the bullies. Seeing his destiny 
before him, he bids his family goodbye and heads off 
into the world to find his way. Potter’s Boy takes its 
time with this plot, regularly disguising self-help or 
philosophical teachings as scenes between Ryo and 
the book’s few characters. It’s often slow, but much 
like mindfulness itself, feels rewarding and may have 
you delve into your own thoughts instead of what is 
happening on the page.

The messages that Potter’s Boy teaches are 
beautifully realised and will have you questioning 
what it is you want or need to be truly happy in life. 
It may not be for everyone, namely people who are 



For those of you who missed the cover reveal 
for our new YA debut, The Harm Tree, here it is 
now in all it’s glory.

An epic fantasy set in a world still recovering 
from one war, and on the brink of another. 
 

The resistance is rising and dark forces stir to 
take back what was once theirs. Belief in the 
ancient gods runs strong—the sacrificial Harm 
Tree still stands.

Rose will be on the Feminist Fantasy panel with 
Melinda Salisbury. Samantha Shannon and 
Laure Eve. If you haven’t got your tickets yet, 
be quick. We’re booking up fast! We’ve also got 
a limited number of proofs for those of you 
there bright and early. Doors open at 9.45 so 
you can be one of the first in the world to get 
your hands on copy.

For a bit more info and an exclusive Q&A with 
Rose, head over to Charlotte’s blog post -             
Charlotte Somewhere

her singer mother in Boston, she hopes this is her 
chance to prove her maturity and find out about 
her long-lost father. The charming account of her 
adventures in the big city, drawing upon how 
African American people are treated in the north 
is a stark reminder of the prejudice that she        
experiences in her home town.

All the while, George Stinney, a local 
kind-hearted neighbour, is arrested for the 
murders of two white girls – based on the true 
story of the youngest ever American to be 
executed.

Throughout the book, the children are given
advice from the adults in their lives and constantly 
question: why is the world this way?

Karyn Parsons writes excellently in the 
regional dialogue, which conveys the true          
feelings and thoughts of the characters. I also love 
how the characters are so unique and how their                
personalities are brought to life in a fantastically 
realistic way. The aim of Karyn Parsons is to aim 
the characters around the generation who in their 
future will demand equality and civil rights.

Anyone who loved To Kill a Mockingbird won’t be 
able to put this endearing account down. AH

after an exciting page turner or adrenaline pumping 
action. But if you fancy a relaxing bed time read that 
might just teach you a few invaluable life lessons, 
you’d be onto a winner with Potter’s Boy. JP

How High the Moon by Karyn Parsons, £6.99   
(Penguin, 9780241346907)

“How were you supposed to 
move about in the world if every 
step you took, and the safety 
of those steps, was determined 
by strangers who decided who 
you were just by looking at 
you? Without speaking a word?                     
Uttering a sound? Without           
knowing anything else about 
you? If they looked at you and 

didn’t like what they saw, well, that was just too bad 
for you.”

How High the Moon explores broken families and 
racial tensions in American South during the 1940s. 
Narrated by three 11-year-old children - Ella, Henry 
and Myrna - we are taken on an adventure through 
some of the most turbulent times in 
American history through the eyes of children.

The main character, Ella, has never known her 
father, and when she has the chance to stay with 

The Harm Tree
by Rose Edwards


